We read with great interest the recent paper by Platz et al.
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We appreciate the commentary provided by Drs. Roberts and Jacobsen (1) on our paper (2) . We agree that our assessment of benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH) based on lower urinary tract symptoms may have misclassified other diseases or conditions with the same urologic manifestations as BPH. However, we believe that the extent of misclassification and the resulting effect of any such misclassification is minor. In support of this contention is the fact that our estimates of die relations of alcohol consumption and cigarette smoking with lower urinary tract symptoms were similar to those for the well-classified BPH endpoint "surgery for enlarged benign prostate or BPH (e.g., transurethral resection)." Nevertheless, to address directly the impact of the potential nondifferential and differential misclassification of BPH, we reran our analyses after excluding men who reported the following diagnoses (which may, as Roberts and Jacobsen (1) noted, have associated urologic symptoms) either at baseline (1986 or earlier) or during the course of follow-up (1987) (1988) (1989) (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) : bladder cancer (n = 619 and n = 362), diabetes (n = 809 and n = 788), Parkinson's disease (n = 62 and n -105), and multiple sclerosis (n = 52 and n -19), respectively. Note that men who reported a diagnosis of bladder cancer at baseline were excluded from the analysis in the published paper (2). We did not inquire about whether participants in the Health Professionals Follow-up Study had had spinal injury, lower back surgery, bladder surgery, or urethral stricture, but we would expect that the numbers would be small relative to the size of the cohort. After these exclusions, overall and specifically for what we defined in our paper as severe symptomatic BPH (see table 1), the results were essentially unchanged for the relations of alcohol intake and cigarette smoking to BPH.
